
LEANING IN
On the last day of 2019, Ice Miller LLP welcomed me as a Partner and the 

Firm’s first Director of Litigation Training & Pro Bono Activities. With my career’s 

focus on practicing high level criminal defense and my ongoing commitment to 

creating fair access to the criminal justice system, Ice Miller’s pro bono efforts 

have a renewed direction and purpose. 

Together, over the last seven months, our pro bono program has grown 

exponentially, not just in terms of hours of engagement but, in terms of the scope and scale of our work. 

Today, the pro bono work we are doing includes wrongful conviction cases, asylum litigation, 501(c)(3) 

applications for non-profits, landlord-tenant advocacy clinics, prisoner rights cases, a research addressing 

policy reform for Chicago Police contracts, and prisoner release litigation. We are partnering with our 

corporate clients to host pro bono clinics and collaborating with community stakeholders like the Ohio State 

Public Defender’s Office, Indy Legal Aid and Chicago Lawyer’s Committee to collaboratively find ways 

to increase the impact upon those in our communities who need it most. We are, with intention, helping 

people of color gain access to justice. We are, with our hearts and minds, leaning in. 

And I couldn’t be more proud. 

ICE MILLER’S SEMI-ANNUAL  
PRO BONO NEWSLETTER

I N AU G U R A L   E D I T I O N

FROM THE DIRECTOR:

https://www.icemiller.com/people/diane-menashe/


In collaboration with the Chicago Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights (CLCCR), Onica 
Matsika, Roya Porter, Dann Bruno, 
Michael Tirman, Chelsea Abramowitz, 
Paul Brunkhorst and Calvin Townsend 
are conducting a research project on 
Chicago police union contracts and immunity for officers. Illinois allows 
police officers to collectively bargain over the terms of their employment, 
which includes internal disciplinary procedures. Further, the Illinois Public 
Labor Relations Act explicitly states union-negotiated collective bargaining 
agreements trump all other state laws and regulations. Paul, Calvin and 
Onica will research the background of the legislation, review the current 
police contracts and provide options for policy reform to present to the 
CLCCR.
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CHICAGO ATTORNEYS WORK ON POLICY  
REFORM FOR POLICE CONTRACTS

Chicago associate Onica Matsika 

and of counsel Amir Ovcina 

recently helped two low-income 

entrepreneurs form their business 

in collaboration with Lawyers for 

the Creative Arts (LCA). LCA is 

a Chicago based not-for-profit 

organization, which provides pro 

bono legal services to qualifying 

individuals and organizations in the 

arts, including the visual, literary 

and performing arts and provides 

educational programs as well. Onica 

and Amir’s clients created limited 

liability companies that will allow 

them to have legal protection as 

they expand their respective fine 

art and music businesses. Onica 

also serves as a member of the 

Associates Board of Lawyers for the 

Creative Arts.

CORPORATE 
ATTORNEYS ASSIST 
LOW-INCOME 
ENTREPRENEURS
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COLUMBUS ATTORNEYS GO UP AGAINST  
LANDLORDS TO KEEP PEOPLE IN THEIR HOMES

Columbus attorneys Pat Devine, 
Vincent Mora, Kishala Srivastava, 
Dan Anderson, John Cannizzaro, 
Kristina Dahmann, Amy Flowers, 
John Gilligan, Lydia Reback, 
Dann Bruno, Abigail Barr and 
Earl LeVere are among those 
who regularly participate in the 
Tenant Advocacy Program (TAP), 
overseen by the Legal Aid Society 
of Columbus. TAP is focused on 
providing an exceptional level of legal 
representation to those qualifying 
individuals who face eviction. With the 
assistance and guidance of Ice Miller 

attorneys, TAP participants are able 
to negotiate a fair outcome with the 
landlord or assert favorable defenses 
before the magistrate in an effort to 
keep their homes. Since the beginning 
of this year, Ice Miller has been 
able to assist numerous clients in 

protecting their rights as tenants and 
working to advocate on their behalf. 
Ice Miller’s participation with TAP is 
ongoing, and the continued advocacy 
provides significant impact at a crucial 
point in a person’s life.

Indy associate Meredith 
Wood and Columbus 
partner Diane Menashe 
represented an inmate 
in a lawsuit filed in the 
Southern District of Indiana against prison officials at a 
state correctional facility. The clients’ claims stemmed 
from prison officials’ retaliation against him for his filing 
grievances. His complaint alleged he was retaliated 
against in the form of denying him access to certain 
prison jobs because he had filed multiple complaints 
against prison officials, including against those who had 
repeatedly lost his legal mail. He also alleged prison 
officials denied him access to showers and cleaning 
supplies for his cell, as well as racial discrimination in 
making job assignments. His claims had been pending 
for more than two and a half years before Diane and 
Meredith were recruited to assist. Within just a few 
months of their appointment, Diane and Meredith were 
able to negotiate a favorable resolution on behalf of  
the client.

LITIGATION ATTORNEYS  
NEGOTIATE SETTLEMENT REWARD

In November 
2019, Columbus 
associates 
Kristina 
Dahmann, Joe 
Guenther and John Cannizzaro met their client through 
the Legal Aid of Columbus Society’s Tenant Advocacy 
Project. At that time, she and her family were forced to 
leave their apartment due to unsafe living conditions with 
very little time to vacate the property, leaving behind all of 
their personal belongings. With the help of counsel, she 
was able to negotiate a dismissal of the eviction judgment 
and allowed access to the property in an effort to gather 
personal belongings. Upon return to the property, she 
discovered that all of the personal belongings had been 
removed. The landlord naturally denied wrongdoing, so her 
attorneys filed multiple counterclaims including wrongful 
eviction, conversion and intentional infliction of emotional 
distress. After mediation, the client agreed to a settlement in 
principle, which should result in the family recovering the full 
value of the missing property.  

LITIGATION ASSOCIATES HELP 
RECOVER DAMAGES FOR  
WRONGFUL EVICTION
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Indianapolis associates Jessa 
DeGroote and Adam Alexander, 
along with Columbus partner 
Diane Menashe, represent an 
inmate in the state prison system. 
He currently suffers from a testicular cyst. Despite his years of requests for 
proper health care, the prison staff has refused to consult with an urologist, 
take any steps to remove the cyst or provide him with any long-term pain 
treatment beyond an occasional Tylenol. He asserts that three nurses 
displayed deliberate indifference to his pain in the course of his treatment, 
thus violating his Eighth Amendment Rights to be free from cruel or unusual 
punishment. With the assistance of counsel, his attorneys moved the Court 
to re-open discovery to allow his attorneys to take the depositions of each 
of the three nurses/defendants. The information collected through those 
depositions will be critical to his cause for relief as he proceeds to have his 
case heard before a jury in early next year.

Litigation associate Jessa DeGroote and 
partner Stephen Reynolds successfully 
petitioned for special immigrant juvenile status 
for a young pro bono client from Honduras. 
Obtaining SIJ status is contingent on a state 
court finding, inter alia, the petitioner in need of a guardian and allows 
juveniles to apply for lawful permanent resident status. Initially it was 
claimed the Indiana state court did not have jurisdiction as the client was 
over 18 at the time she was deemed in need of, and therefore appointed, 
a guardian. The Ice Miller team challenged that premise through the 
submission of a legal memorandum based on significant federal precedent 
from across the country. Within days, the petition was granted. Ice Miller 
will now continue to represent the client in submission of an application for 
permanent residency.
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ATTORNEYS WIN MOTION TO RE-OPEN 
DISCOVERY IN EIGHTH AMENDMENT ACTION

INDY ATTORNEYS WIN IMMIGRATION  
PETITION FOR JUVENILE  

In early March, Indy 

associate Sarah 

Sweet started her 

pro bono work with We the Action 

on a project that provides current 

voting information in states and local 

communities. The attorneys working 

on the project are responsible for 

daily updates on voting legislation, 

polling news, pandemic precautions, 

etc. for their assigned locations. 

Sarah, in particular, is responsible 

for the voting information for Kansas, 

Minnesota and Massachusetts. We 

the Action also has a #news thread 

where people can share news stories 

related to voting and elections. The 

right to vote is so important and 

equally challenging in the current 

environment; by supporting these 

efforts, citizens have free access 

to ensure their ability to vote safely 

in the elections of 2020 during this 

global pandemic.

WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 
WE THE ACTION 
HELPS KEEP VOTERS 
SAFE DURING 
COVID-19
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In early May 2020, Columbus associate 
Vincent Mora teamed up with the 
Mississippi Center for Justice to assist a 
Guatemalan national who was arrested 
during an Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) raid while working at a Mississippi 
poultry plant. The Guatemalan national was seeking 

residence in the United States as a political refugee. As a 
team, we assisted the client in pursuing his asylum request 
by conducting interviews in Spanish, coordinating with a 
Guatemalan expert to provide testimony on the conditions 
in Guatemala and preparing the client for his reasonable 
fear interview.  

In July 2020, 
associates 
Vincent Mora 
and Marie 
Ragias and 
partner Diane Menashe teamed up with the Ohio Public 
Defender’s Office’s Wrongful Conviction Unit to assist them 
with litigation efforts to release an inmate, who has spent 
more than 37 years in prison for a crime he did not commit. 

The client was convicted in 1981 in Cuyahoga County 
of aggravated murder, kidnapping and felonious sexual 
penetration. Since his conviction, significant evidence has 
been uncovered indicating he was wrongfully convicted. 
Previous attempts to obtain relief have been unsuccessful, 
and he has been denied parole several times. Ice Miller 
and the WCP would co-counsel to seek clemency for the 
client and potentially pursue additional avenues of litigation 
with the aim of overturning his conviction.

In June 2020, attorneys John Camp, 
Ellen Pactor, Kishala Srivastava, 
Amy Flowers and Vincent Mora 
teamed up with the Civil Rights 
Education and Enforcement Center 
to represent individuals detained by 
the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Counsel worked 
with individual clients to get each 
released by submitting a custody 
determination request pursuant to the 
Fraihat Order issued by the United 
States District Court, Central District 
of California. Counsel was assigned 

to assist detainees currently located 
in ICE Detention who were identified 
as medically vulnerable to contracting 
COVID-19. During our representation, 
and in some cases through the use of 
a volunteer interpreter, counsel was 
able to work with each client to find a 
home upon potential release, unveil 
their medical challenges and submit a 

custody redetermination request for 
release. Although these requests 
have been rejected, working with 
these clients has exposed the flaws 
of the immigration system and has 
prepared us for future representation 
in immigration proceedings.
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POLITICAL ASYLUM IMMIGRATION MATTER

COLUMBUS ATTORNEYS TEAM WITH THE OHIO  
PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE ON WRONGFUL CONVICTION 

FRAIHAT COVID-19 – ICE DETENTION RELEASE
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Attorneys Kishala Srivastava and Amy Flowers 
recently achieved favorable outcomes for their 
clients in expungement proceedings before 
Judge Jaiza Page in the Franklin County Court of 
Common Pleas. Kishala and Amy independently 
represented two co-defendants who sought to have their records sealed after 
each being indicted for a charge of theft, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
Facing strong objections by the state of Ohio, who vehemently opposed their 
clients’ expungement applications, Kishala and Amy were successful in proving 
to the Court that their clients had been rehabilitated and were ready to become 
productive members of society. Judge Page approved the clients’ applications 
and ordered the sealing of their records. By having their records sealed, our 
clients are now able to overcome barriers that result from having a conviction 
on one’s record, including difficulties finding employment, applying for housing 
and even volunteering in the local community. Ice Miller is dedicated to helping 
individuals who are legally entitled to having their records sealed and are ready 
to move forward with their lives.

Indy associate Ellen Pactor and partner 
Freedom S.N. Smith represent a person 
incarcerated in a state prison who claims the 
prison kept him in disciplinary restrictive status 
housing for longer than permitted. Counsel is 
preparing for a hearing to argue before the Court that their client has exhausted 
his administrative remedies regarding the restrictive housing so he may bring 
the substantive issues before the court.
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COLUMBUS ATTORNEYS  
GET CRIMINAL RECORDS SEALED

COUNSEL PREPARES FOR  
ARGUMENT BEFORE THE COURT

Chicago associate Austin Anderson 

and partner John Burke are 

currently assisting their client, who 

is incarcerated at a state prision, to 

negotiate a potential settlement of 

his pro se civil rights claim under 42 

U.S.C. § 1983 after he discovered a 

razor blade in his food. The discovery 

followed a contentious debate about 

U.S. Presidents Obama and Trump 

and racism with an officer of the 

Illinois Department of Corrections. 

Upon being called a racist, the officer 

threatened to “cut out [the plaintiff’s] 

tongue.” That evening, as the plaintiff 

was eating dinner, he bit down onto 

a razor blade in his food, causing 

lacerations to his tongue. The plaintiff 

contends he has lost all sense of 

taste as a result of the incident. 

ATTORNEYS WORK  
TO ENSURE  
ADEQUATE PRISON 
CONDITIONS FOR 
INMATES
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Columbus attorneys Amy 
Ovecka and Kristina 
Dahmann have stepped 
in to help Art Aligned draft 
contracts to formalize its 
relationship with both the artists and the commercial 
clients to equitably protect the interests of all parties. Art 
Aligned is the latest venture by Columbus artist Emily 
Evans, in which she works with commercial clients 
to build rotating art galleries in their offices, lobbies 
and other on-premise locations exclusively using art 
sourced from local, independent artists from traditionally 
underrepresented communities.  

Associate Ryan Waggoner 
and partner Gina Giacone 
helped the Imagination Library 
of Johnson County (“ILJC”) 
incorporate as a nonprofit 
corporation and obtain state and federal tax exemption. 
ILJC is focused on increasing kindergarten readiness rates 
in Johnson County, Indiana. Through grants and charitable 
contributions, ILJC is able to provide every pre-school 
aged child in Johnson County with a new children’s book 
each month. 
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COLUMBUS COUNSEL HELPS  
THE ARTS

ATTORNEYS SECURE TAX 
EXEMPTION FOR LIBRARY  
FOCUSED ON KINDERGARTEN 
READINESS RATES

INDY ATTORNEYS HELP CLIENT NEGOTIATE SETTLEMENT  
FOR EIGHTH AMENDMENT VIOLATIONS

COUNSEL HELPS TRANS MATTERS NOW FORM AS A NONPROFIT

Manolis Boulukos and Kayla 
Ernst are representing a pro 

se prisoner. The client, prior 
to counsel’s representation, 
filed a  42 U.S.C. § 1983 action against several state 
actors, raising Eighth Amendment excessive force claims, 
an Eighth Amendment failure to protect claim, a Fourth 
Amendment unreasonable search claim and state tort 

claims for assault, battery and false imprisonment. His 
allegations center on an incident in March 2017, when 
he was on work release. He alleges he was beat up 
without any justification and transported to county jail 
where he was falsely imprisoned and falsely accused of 
committing various offenses. He also claims his car was 
unlawfully searched. Counsel will represent the client in 
an upcoming settlement conference. 

Columbus associate 
Amy Ovecka has been 
working to help Trans 
Matters Now (TMN) 
form as a nonprofit 
entity by drafting the appropriate 
organizational documents. TMN is 
a volunteer organization seeking to 

offer assistance to transgender, non-
binary and gender non-conforming 
individuals in finding employment with 
an emphasis on connecting those 
individuals with employers who have 
made a commitment to diversity and 
inclusion. In addition to on-the-ground 
job search assistance, TMN offers 

resume reviewing, provides free or 
low-cost clothing and styling support 
for individuals discovering and creating 
their new identity in a professional 
setting and connects individuals with 
appropriate legal resources when 
needed. 
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Attorneys Kristin Kelley and Areeba Ghouri 
worked with Ballet Metropolitan, Inc. to 
gain approval of a O-1 and O-2 visa for a 
Choreographer and Stager, respectively. They 
were able to secure approvals for both in a 
limited time, with the O-2 Visa the first one the group had ever handled. This 
particular ballet was set to be performed in Columbus, Ohio, which would 
have provided the Columbus community with an enriching cultural experience. 
Both the choreographer and stager were able to come to the U.S. and start 
rehearsals for the ballet. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, the ballet was 
cancelled. However, they were still able to work with the team at Ballet Met 
and enhance their professional skills. 

Indy associate Sarah 
Sweet collaborated 
with Rick Dyar at the 
Indianapolis Legal 
Aid Society (ILAS) 
to conduct research in preparation 
for the end of the COVID-19 related 
eviction moratorium. ILAS helps 
tenants with landlord tenant issues 
and was expected to be overwhelmed 
with such work once the eviction 
moratorium expired in July. To help 
prepare ILAS for the influx of clients, 
counsel researched and prepared a 
memorandum exploring the current 

law on impossibility, impracticability 
and frustration of purpose as they 
relate to lease agreements. ILAS 
intends to argue that the economic 
loss resulting from COVID-19, 
whether it be due to illness or 
displacement from a job, resulted 
in tenants being unable to perform 
under their lease agreement. With 
these arguments, the hope is that 
those have been hurt the most by the 
pandemic can reach an agreement 
with their landlord in order to keep 
their home. 
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ATTORNEYS HUSTLE TO OBTAIN VISAS  
FOR BALLET ARTISTS

INDY ASSOCIATE WORKS TO SOFTEN IMPACT ON 
TENANTS ONCE EVICTION MORATORIUM IS LIFTED

© 2020 Ice Miller LLP  |  Attorney Advertising Material  |  This publication is intended for general information purposes 
only and does not and is not intended to constitute legal advice. The reader should consult with legal counsel to 
determine how laws or decisions discussed herein apply to the reader’s specific circumstances.

Associate Jeff Karas 

of the New York office, 

is assisting a not-for-

profit children’s organization that 

specializes in life-size puppetry, with 

the dissolution of the organization. 

The organization has performed 

original theatrical productions with 

life-size and larger than life-size 

puppets with an aim to educate 

young people and stimulate their 

interest and involvement in the arts. 

In 2018, the organization elected 

to file for voluntary dissolution. 

However, navigating the process of 

filing for dissolution with the New 

York Department of State proved 

challenging, and the founder sought 

help from a pro-bono attorney. Jeff 

volunteered, through Volunteer 

Lawyers for the Arts, to help the 

organization draft the Certificate of 

Dissolution and other steps in the 

dissolution process.

ICE HELPS 
CHILDREN’S NOT-FOR-
PROFIT NAVIGATE 
COMPLICATED 
DISSOLUTION
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