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What was the greatest milestone of your 
career?

I see them more as highlights than 
milestones, and it is hard to single one out as the 
greatest. There are many I can’t identify due to 
client confidentiality. Certainly on the short list 
would be arguing significant tax cases in the 
Indiana Tax Court and then the Indiana Supreme 
Court, including an oral argument in one 
supreme court case with a packed courtroom. 
Another highlight would be successfully 
advocating for the Indiana legislature to repeal 
Indiana’s throwback rule. A group of highlights, 
which were not SALT matters, would be the 
opportunity to be involved in the inaugural 
NASCAR and Formula One races at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and the later 
successful reunification of United States open 
wheel racing. But the most rewarding moments 
were the times I was able to help clients navigate 
through the greatest personal and legal crises of 
their lives. That is when you feel like you have 
made a meaningful difference.

What was the biggest obstacle or challenge 
you encountered?

The biggest challenge of my career has always 
been finding the right balance between my 
professional and personal life. Success requires 
hard work, long hours, and accessibility, but you 
owe it to yourself and your family to protect your 
time with them. I’ve been doing this for 37 years, 
and I’m still a work in progress (if not abject 
failure) in trying to find that sweet spot.

What do you hope to achieve in the near 
future?

I am currently coordinating an effort to get a 
passthrough entity tax enacted in Indiana in the 
2023 legislative session. Since that will be a budget 
session, it may present additional SALT issues and 
time spent advocating for or against various 
proposals that may appear, such as proposals for 
a sales tax on services, combined reporting, 
personal property tax reductions, and tax court 
reform, among others that have arisen in the past 
and those that are introduced for the first time. In 
terms of tax controversy matters, I hope to resolve 
a variety of SALT disputes for clients, including 
disputes arising from the transfer pricing 
initiative of the Indiana Department of Revenue. 
And I am still looking for that opportunity to 
argue a state tax case in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
although that probably falls outside “near future” 
goals. I do, however, have a couple of cases in the 
pipeline that might be candidates depending on 
how they play out.

What is the most important lesson you’ve 
learned?

I believe that the most important lesson in life, 
let alone in my law practice, is this: There is 
nothing more important than your integrity and 
how you treat people. Your integrity is the 
proverbial sacred cow. Building trust and 
developing a reputation for being honest takes a 
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lifetime of effort, and it can be lost in the blink of 
an eye by a single indiscretion.

And treating people with empathy, dignity, 
and respect, regardless of their roles, goes hand in 
glove with that. You can disagree without being 
disagreeable. Be kind, be thoughtful, and listen to 
their concerns. Give credit to others when you 
can, and make others look good. That includes 
your colleagues, your clients, government 
employees, legislators, even your adversaries and 
their clients at times. That practice will pay huge 
dividends. In addition to it being the right thing to 
do, it will facilitate success, and you will sleep 
better.

Do you have any additional thoughts to 
share?

I have had the privilege to work with a lot of 
great people and great SALT practitioners over 
the years and work on interesting issues and 
significant matters. I would encourage everyone 
to take the time, in the moment, to enjoy those 
opportunities. And last but certainly not least, 
your ability to succeed is due in great part to the 
sacrifices made by your family. Make sure they 
know that you appreciate what they do. 
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